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PRÉFACE. 


M. Maspero avait annoncé ce volume par 1 ’ « avertissement * suivant qui 
accompagnait le premier fascicule paru en 1912 : 

« L’œuvre entreprise par le Gouvernement Égyptien ne serait pas com- 
«plète, si nous négligions de rechercher dans les grands dépôts européens 
rr les documents recueillis par les voyageurs qui visitèrent la Nubie dans la 
k première moitié du xix e siècle. Ils sont presque tous réunis au British 
« Muséum et à la Bibliothèque Nationale de Paris, mais il ne s’agit pas 
«pour nous de les publier tous : nous choisirons parmi eux ceux qui 
« montrent l’état des temples actuellement existants au temps où ils avaient 
«peu souffert encore, ou qui nous ont conservé des édifices ou des portions 
« d’édifice aujourd’hui détruites. Nous avons commencé par le British Mu- 
«seum, et M. Somers Clarke a bien voulu y choisir les éléments de la 
«présente livraison : nous continuerons la série avec son concours gracieux, 
«jusqu’à ce qu’il n’y ait plus rien d’inédit à prendre dans ce Musée, après 
« quoi nous attaquerons les réserves de la Bibliothèque Nationale. 

«Le tout formera un seul volume, probablement de la taille de celui qui 
« contient nos Rapports. Les livraisons en paraîtront à des intervalles irré- 
«guliers, selon les ressources de notre budget : nous espérons pourtant 
« que notre tâche sera achevée dans trois ou quatre ans au plus tard. « 

G. Maspero. 

Caire, 5 novembre 1912. 


Nous avons du modifier ce programme. M. Somers Clarke avait achevé 
avant la guerre le choix des planches empruntées aux fonds du British 
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Muséum. Il a bien voulu rédiger dernièrement les notices correspondantes 
qui nous manquaient. Tous les documents importants concernant les tem¬ 
ples de Nubie qui sont conservés au British Muséum se trouvent donc réunis 
dans ce volume. 

Quant à ceux qui font partie des collections de la Bibliothèque Nationale, 
j’espère pouvoir tenir la promesse de M. Maspero dès que les circonstances 
rendront les publications d’art un peu moins difficiles. 

P. Lacau. 

Caire, 20 février 1920. 
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NOTICES 

EXTRACTED FROM THE MANUSCRIPTS 

IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

BY SOMERS CLARKE AND MILEHAM. 


The collection of manuscripts in the British Muséum, known as lhe Iiay and 
Burton collection (1) , are the fruits of a sériés of expéditions organized by Robert 
Hay Esq. of Linplum N. B., between the years 1826 and 18 3 8. To these 
manuscripts there were eight contributors : F. Arundale, Joseph Bonomi, James 
Burton, Robert Hay, F. Gatherwood, A. Dupuy, Edward William Lane and 
Charles Laver. Of the various notes it is impossible to assign the sections to the 
individual, but it may be noted that there are many measured drawings signed 
wGh. Laver». The work of the expéditions covered nearly ail the ancient sites, 
from the Mediterranean Sea to Abu Simbel, but in these volumes we are only 
concerned with the studies undertaken in that part of Lower Nubia affected 
by the great Dam at Aswan. The manuscripts themselves are bound up in a 
large number of volumes, and more than half of these contain the rough fiekl 

Additional manuscripts 25618-25675, and additional manuscripts 29812-29860. 

Temples de Nubie. i 





2 SOMERS CLARKE AND MILEHAM. 

note-books of the members of the expédition. Many of the pages are now quite 
illegible, and it is often difficult to discover to wbicb temple or place tbe more 
readable notes refer. Among these there are innumerable copies of inscriptions, 
most of which are imperfectly copied. 

Some of the volumes conlain the beginnings of a collation of the various 
notes and a description of the buildings, but these, althougb arranged as though 
for the purpose of publication, are extremely scanty; indeed they are but the 
opening paragraphs of each cbapter. The remainder of the volumes contain 
plans and sketches, many of the latter of which were made with the caméra 
lucida, and it is in these latter volumes that the interest centres. 

The temples of Egypt and Lower Nubia are carefully expressed in neat 
draughtsmanship, as they existed in the early part of the XIX th century, and those 
who know the buildings and their présent surroundings will appreciate the 
pubblication of these records, which show interesting features since removed by 
the hand of time and the destructive agency of man. The geometrical drawings 
are very carefully drawn in ink and coloured, and hâve full dimensions figured 
in pencil, but no care seems to hâve been taken to make them to the same scale 
or even to any multiples of a recognised scale. In the examples puhlished in 
this volume, the plans, sections and élévations, will be seen to be drawn to 
widely different scales^, for, although for convenience of reproduction the 
drawings hâve been reduced from the original, the réduction in ail cases is the 
same and the plates are ail two thirds the size of the original drawings measured 
lineally. The descriptions of the temples given in the volumes are unfortuna- 
tely more remarkable for the neatness of the writing than for the bulk of infor¬ 
mation given, but it would seem improper to publish the drawings without the 
outline text which was meant to accompany them, and in the two following 
examples of Dakke and Kalabsheh, we hâve included these notes from Addit. 
Ms. 25,648. 

F 58 rev. The cultivated land at Dakke has extended one quarter of a 
mile and half a mile into the desert, and there are many wells and wheels at 
that distance now supplying nourishment to scanty strips of ground, and the space 
intervening betwixt them and the river being completely covered with sand and 
débris of the ancient City. Djebel Oellaky to the South/?) and Diebel Dakke to 
the North. 

(1) The drawings are made in terms of feet and inches. 
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DAKKE. 


O 


F° 5g. — The propylon is of moderate proportions plain and unsculptured. 
General direction of temple 3o W. of S. — Greek inscriptions to 
be copied — Nothing but tbe pavement remains of the Portico 

— The front of the pronaos is sculptured — Two columns and 
the intercolumniation filled by a wall — The sculpture is bad 
but great care has been taken and tbe outline is perfect tbougb 
bad—The figures are squat and thick resembling those of Pbilæ. 

Christian paintings on the walls on tbe unsculptured parts 

— rest fallen off. 

The pronaos seems to hâve been added since the building 
of its exterior gateway, which was originally a small propylon. 

It is disconnected from the side walls. 

The next small chamber originally formed the small plain pronaos, as is 
évident by the bastion from to the wall of 
the temple, and on this is the name : (»—►) 

The sides of the gateway into the cella or 
original Pronaos, i. e. the sides of the former 
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propylon, hâve been eut away, — planed 
— since [there is] sculpture on the face of 
it in the Cella, and other sculpture made 
on the side walls — the names are above 
the gâte : (»—►) 

On the back wall of the adytum are the unfinished square beads and mould- 
ings of a doorway in the centre, which however is proved to hâve been eut 
through subsequently, as the sculpture inside is destroyed for the purpose. — 
Part of a figure (the cap) remains. — Part of a monolithic temple in granité in 
the adytum. —Along the roof of the antiadytum and adytum the stones are large. 
Part of a similar doorway to that above mentioned on the back wall of the 
adytum — or rather the entablature of a doorway is seen behind the enceinte 
wall, nearly in a line with the other, and part of a figure is seen upon it; — 
they seem to hâve been a sort of niches for the sculpture of particular figures. 

The long inscription in enchorial and hieroglyphics over the small door of 
the original pronaos (V. copy) (1) . 


The copy is not published here : it is too faulty to be of use to Egyptologists now. 
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Part of a thick crude brick wall of crade brick (sic), 122 paces Westvvard. — 
This seems to hâve been the City wall. 

KALABSHE. 

(LARGE TEMPLE). 

F 0 5â. — The whole of the sculpture of this temple is very bad and very bad 
colouring, — in part only finished, — in part red line, and in part wholly 
plain. The walls in some parts roughly chiselled only and in others planed off. 
— Many of the female figures are painted purple (perhaps intended for black) 
but they are not black as Burckhardt says. 

The Briareus of Burckhardt is a one-headed figure whom the king is prepa- 
ring to immolate as an oflering to some deity; — it is on the face of the Pronaos, 
on the interior wall opposite to you on entering. 

Two of these | [ —*•[]) are above the head of the king in front of the Pronaos : 
Thoth (ibis-headed) and Aroeris and Hawk are pouring from two vases as at 
Debode the ^ and | over the King. 

Is this the same king as within the temple, and the above only some particular 
application given to him.? 

The following is the name of the king inside. . . (1) . 


(1) The name is missing in the manuscript. 
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THE TEMPLE OF AMADA. 

This temple, of the XVIlI th Dynasty though small, must hâve been one of lhe 
most carefully finished and well constructed in the Nubian valley, its sculptu¬ 
res quite admirable. On plate XIII we see the structure as it was early in the 
last century. 

The doine which we see rising over the Hypostvle Hall and set up when this 
part of the building was used as a church was already pulled down before my 
first visit in 1894. 

Far back in its long life, changes and enlargements were made which are 
easily to be read by a study of the masonry. Unfortunately the plan on plate XIV 
takes no notice of these changes and shows the structure as if it were ail built at. 
one time. The temple faces very much towards the West t. e. towards the Nile 
which, at this place, is making a great bend in its customary course towards the 
North. 

On plate XV, we find several sections. At the top is a longitudinal section 
on the axis, the sanctuary being on our right. Below this we find two sections. 
That to our right shows the polygonal columns which had originally formed the 
front of the temple but were afterwards inclosed by the Hypostyle Hall; that to 
our left shows (I think) the opposite end of the Hypostyle Hall. The sections in 
the lowest range show, on our right the extreme end of the sanctuary with 
doorways opening into the side chambers, on our left the interior of the cross 
hall out of which the inner chambers of the temple opened. 

THE TEMPLE OF SEBÛA'A. 

The plan of this temple, a speos, lias a near relationship to that of Garf 
Husên; it is also a work of the reign of Ramsès IL It is, as regards its masonry, 
a shockingly bad specimen of the art, but it is more regular in its lines and 
setting-out, whilst the figures that remain are not such deformities as those we 
see at Garf Husên. Ilappily not a little of the stately approach from the Nile to 
the temple has been preserved even until now, it having been very completely 
buried by the sand. 


MIHARRAKAH. 

This temple is in plan quite unlike any other that remains to us in Egypt. 
It consists of a court yard, open to the sky, with a colonade surrounding the 

Temples de Nubie. *1 
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court. I venture to ask whether this building was an Egyptian temple in ongin : 
it has no characteristics of an édifice dedicated to the Egyptian cuit. The most 
recently built of Egyptian temples, bearing Roman inscriptions and the names 
of Roman emperors, are ail rigidly laid out on the old lines. This building has 
no such characteristics. I believe that the only evidence of dedication is to he 
found in the shape of a greek ex-voto incised on one of the columns, mention- 
ing Isis and Serapis. 

The State of ruin seen on plate XXIII was, 1 think, caused hy the action of 
the fellahin. To secure a level foundation for the masonry, the builders did here 
as in many other cases: they laid a massive bed of hard, sundried bricks, 
which are quite capable of bearing a great weight. For their own use the fel¬ 
lahin dug away this bed of brickwork, beginning, of course, from the exterior: 
ultimately the wall above fell over in one mass and to the approaching traveller 
presented an appearance not unlike a flight of steps, terribly dislocated. 

When I first visited Miharrakah, in January 1896, the building was as we see 
it on plate XXIII and it was much in the same condition in 1899. 

Not a little of the temple of Dakka had been overthrown in the same way, by 
the fellahin removing the crude brick from beneath the masonry. The doorway 
at Miharrakah faces towards the south. Ruildings of an inferior description 
adjoined the East wall, but were not in structure or in plan suggestive of cham- 
bers forming more than mere adjuncts to the chief building; they formed no 
part ôf the temple (if the main building were such). 

TEMPLE OF GARF HUSÊN. 

This temple is the most clumsy specimen of bad workmanship and executed 
in the most misérable material that can well be imagined. Local labour only 
can hâve been employed. 

It belongs to the same family as the temple of Abou Simbel but wbat a dif¬ 
férence we lind between the workmanship of the two. It is of ambitious scale 
which makes its bad workmanship and great inferiority to Abou Simbel the 
more remarkable, both of them being of the same period. 


THE TEMPLE OF DENDÛR. 

In this temple the structure containing three apartments is ail of one work 
but the door in the Hypostyle Hall, in the right hand corner is oflater date. The 
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façade faces Eastward towards the Nile. At some distance in front stands the 
doorway of a Pylon, clearly indicated on the plate XXVII, but the draughtsmen 
hâve omitted the foundations of the Pylon towers which are very évident, lo the 
North and South of the doorway. 

For no apparent reason this doorway is not on the true axis of the temple, 
but to the North of it. The line of the axis, produced through the doorway is, 
in an opening of 169 c. m. wide only 28 c. m. from the Southern jamb. The 
inasonry of the temple and of the Pylon doorways appears to be ail of the same 
date. The slope of the rocky river bank rises sharply to the west (see plates 
XXV, XXVI). Immediately west of the temple lies a small speos. This is not 
built with the axis the same as that of the temple : the temple axis, produced 
westward, touches the north jamb of the entrance to the speos. The inner room 
forms the speos and is, doorway and ail, eut entirely in the rock; the little 
porch is of poor masonry. There are évidences of many houses near the temple, 
built of rough stone and Nile mud. 


TEMPLES AT TAFAH. 

The plan on plate XXIX («- A ^ plan) represents a structure no longer exist- 
ing. When I first visited the spot in January 189A there was not a trace of it. 
It is said to hâve been destroved in the later half of the xix th century. 

Plate XXX gives us a plan and élévation of the front of the temple which still 
exists (called «B» on this plate). It faces towards the South. The side doorway to 
the right of the entrance is of a later date than the façade, its mouldings suggest 
late Roman workmanship. 

Plates XXXII and XXXIII are of unusual interest as they give us the plans of 
houses evidently of Roman construction and were existing in 189A. No doubt 
they owe their préservation to the fact that they are ail built of the local stone 
and are sufficiently solid to resist a good deal of violence, also that stone at this 
place is superabundant. 

The élévation of the front wall of the house shown on the plan below it, 
Plate XXXII, shows clearly how universal had become, in late times, the method 
of laying masonry, whether of brick or stone, in courses concave with the horizon. 
In the présent case the side and backwalls are laid in the same way, whilst we 
observe on studying the section, which is taken through the three rooms to our 
left, as we examine the plan, that the interior partition walls of the house are 
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laid wilh horizontal courses. What purpose was gainerl bv adopting this method 

of construction? 

Iin media tel v adjoining the Southern pvlon tower of lhe temple at Kalabsha 
are tlie remains — in stone — of a house with the courses laid concave. In that 
temple itself and the Works attached, I do not remember to hâve seen anv stone- 
work laid in concave courses. 

THE TEMPLE AT DABID. 

The whole is built of the rallier coarse local sandstone. The fines! quality has 
heen selected for the temple. The plan, plate XXXIV unfortunately does not 
show lhe points of the compass. The temple inclosure has ils central axis from 
East to West, on sloping ground, each Pvlon being at a slightly higher level 
than the prcceeding. The temple lies at the highest level and faces East towards 
the Nile. Oui side the (irst Pvlon and going down to the river» edge are the 
remains of an approrh llanked «n eilhcr side bv stone walls. The temple was 
not, at lirst, as vve now find il. The central chamber as we see it on the plan, 
plate XXXIV, was the original cella. Chambers were added West, North, South 
and East, but that to the East wliich formed a sniall llvpostvle Hall has vanished. 
One or two hroken capitals were Iving on the ground when lhese notes were 
made in January 1896. It is said that this llvpostvle Hall was overthrown bv 
an earthquake in 1868. 


SOU F. R S CLARkE. 




Temple irom 








ADD. MS. 29837. Fol. 43. View of Pylon from the N.E. Dakkeh. 





























ADD. MS. 29845. Fol. 98. Dakkeh. Plan of the Temple. 
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ADD. MS. 29845. Fol. 100. I 











































PI. Y 



mal. Elévation of tbe Temple. 
























































PI. VI 
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ADD. MS. 29845. Fol. 101. Temple at Dakkeh. Elévation & Section of Pronaos. 
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ADD. MS. 29845. F 










































































PI. VIII 



i. Longitudinal Section 





























































ADD. MS. 29845. I 




























































PI. IX 



v Longitudinal Section. 
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Elévation & Section of Pylon. 



















































ADD. MS. 29845. Fol. 112. Te 





















































élévation of Pronaos and Part Plan. 
































































PI. XII 
























































ADD MS. 29843. Fol. 113 Temple at Kalabsheh. Cross Sections and Elévation of Back. 







































). MS. 29837. Folio 114. Temple at ’Amada. View from 
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PI. XVIII 




ADD. MS. 29837 Folio 66. Temple at Miharrakah. View from South East. 










































































PI. XVII 





Es Sabu'a. Plan & Sections. 







































































ADD. MS. 29837 Folio 68. Temple at Miharrakah. View of interior. 

































ADD. MS. 20837 Folio 62. Temple at KÛrta (now destroyed). View from South East. 









































































































ADD. MS : 
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ADD. MS 29848 Folio 117. Temple «t Tafah "B" Plan A Section. 















































































































































































































































































































ADD. MS. 29845. Folio 126. Temple at Dabud. Plan. 


























































































































































ADD. MS. 29845. Folio 127. Temple at Dabud. Sections & élévation. 
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Folio 92. Temple at Es Sabu‘a. Plan & Sections. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































ADD. MS. 29845. Folio 126. Temple at Dabud. Plan. 
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ADD MS 29S46. Folio 127. Temple at Dabud. Sections & élévation. 






































































































































































































